AS Religious Studies Revision: Issues of War and Peace
AO1 Material: i.e. ‘what goes in part a)?’

This topic is about practical ethics i.e. what to do in certain ethical situations. You must focus on this material. You should also be able to quote different examples of wars to illustrate your points e.g. World Wars I and II, the American war in Vietnam, the first Gulf War in 1991 and the Second Gulf War 2003-present. You should be able to discuss whether or not these wars were/are justified and why. You should have a basic knowledge also of the types of weapons used in war and how they are used against soldiers and civilians alike.

Just War Theory.

You should be able to explain what Just War Theory is and why it was developed (trying to reconcile Jesus’ teachings on peace to the fact that Christianity became the religion of the Roman Empire in 312CE: the Romans used force to expand and defend its borders and maintain the Pax Romana).

You should be able to explain whether or not Just War applies to certain wars in history e.g. WWII or the war in Iraq 2003-present.
· Religious texts on Holy War and Just War: teachings from the Bible (e.g. Deuteronomy 20:10)

· Augustine on Just War.

· Aquinas on Just War.

· Suaraez and di Vittoria on Just War.

· The American Bishops on Just War.

· Ius ad Bellum and Ius in Bello: conduct leading up to war and conduct in war.
Pacifism.

· You should be able to explain what pacifism is and why people are motivated to be pacifists (belief in the sanctity of life for example or the Kantian principle that the ends never justify the means).
· You should be able to refer to individuals who have campaigned for peace and what the philosophical principles which informed this were: e.g. Jesus and agape (unconditional love), the Sermon on the Mount (‘blessed are the peacemakers’) and complete devotion to God. You could also refer to Gandhi, who as a Hindu believed in ahimsa (non-violence) and developed the principle of satyagraha: non-violent resistance to tyranny. 
AO2: Critical evaluation i.e. ‘what do I put in part b)?’

Remember to read the question first before just regurgitating.

In this section you must be able to evaluate the effectiveness of Just War Theory and 

whether or not pacifism is realistic.

· Just War Theory (JWT) could be said to directly contradict the teaching of Jesus and in fact it perhaps contradicts the teaching of the man it is most associated with: Aquinas. In Natural Law, Aquinas argued that it is objectively wrong to take life: this doesn’t seem to square with JWT, which clearly permits the taking of life. Jesus, whilst comfortable with the use of force to uphold principles (money lenders in the Temple) also clearly rejected it: he reacted badly to the use of force at his arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane.

· Many pacifists would say that JWT simply doesn’t go far enough.

· JWT doesn’t seem to be adhered to: many modern conflicts directly contravene its principles (e.g. the Iraq War and just cause). There doesn’t seem to be an authority that can enforce JWT.  

· The principles of JWT are open to interpretation or abuse: the U.S. and U.K. were accused of this in the run up to the war in Iraq.

· It is unrealistic to attempt to control the causes of war and conduct in war, as war is essentially organised chaos. 

· JWT is a vitally important check on states’ use of force. It outlaws war except in the defence of others or the upholding of important values. JWT is a vital theory in practical ethics because it preserves the sanctity of innocent life and requires restraint rather than permitting slaughter.
· JWT is realistic: it recognises that occasionally force needs to be used to restrain evil, prevent further evil and protect the innocent. 

· JWT recognises that pacifism is an ideal or aspirational state that might only be arrived at through the use of force to stop evil. This is the sort of argument used by Israelis to defend the green line: a wall separating Israel from Palestine to stop the influx of terrorists.
